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Commisoner Jane Henney, M.D. 
Food and Drug Administration 
5600 Fishers Lane, Room 1471 
Rockville, MD 20857 

June I,2000 

Dear Dr. Henney, 

As one who has followed, for more than 20 years, the saga of the FDA and 
antibiotic use for “growth promotion” in livestock I am appalled and astonished 
by the failure of your agency to take seriously the clear evidence that human lives 
are being imperilled by this use; 

When animals are ill, antibiotics may be lifesaving. Wheri animaIs are well, 
chronic use of antibiotics simply allows them to survive and grow despite 
conditions of crowding that promote disease. In this vast country, we have ample 
room to allow livestock to be raised without crowding. It is ironic that two small 
countries, Sweden and Demark have found ways to reduce antibiotic use in 
livestock by reducing stress and crowding. Surely we could do as well 

At a minimum drugs that are used in human medicine should be banned 
immediately for routine use in animals, with a rapid phase out of most other 
antibiotics in‘husbandry for other than therapeutic use. 

I urge you to act promptly despite the pressures that will be exerted upon you by 
the affected industries. Animals will be better off raised in conditions that do not 
require routine antibiotic use. Meat will be cleaner, and animal agriculture will no 
longer contribute to the declining usefulness of our antibotic arsenal. 

Thank you. 
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7. 
, Sincerely, 

Joan Dye Gussow, Ed.D. 
Mary Swartz Rose Professor Emerita 
Nutrition and Education 
Teachers College, 
Columbia University. 

Reply to: 563 Piermont Avenue 
Piermont, NY 10968 


